Conditional forms:

Usually characterised by the presence of an ‘if’ clause.

1. First Conditional:
Expressing or predicting real future consequences, or ‘cause and effect’.
1. If you’re not careful you’ll break it.

2. We’ll have to cancel the barbecue if it keeps raining.

3. Will you be at home if I call you later?
2. Second Conditional:
Extending the possibilities to a ‘hypothetical’ level.
1. Would you offer us a discount if we paid in cash?
2. If I got laid off, I’d probably look for a job overseas.

3. I wouldn’t tell the boss about the quality problem if I were you.
3. Third Conditional:
Expressing the idea of a consequence that is now impossible.
1. If you had agreed to increase your offer we could’ve closed the deal.

2. If you hadn’t given me a lift, I’d have missed the train.

3. Wouldn’t it have been better if you’d done it the other way round?
4. Zero Conditional:  

A universal statement of fact – the consequence always follows the event.
5. If you press that button the machine shuts down.

6. In this company they don’t really mind if you come late.

7. Time travel is only possible if you travel at the speed of light.

