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TENSES: REVISION SHEET

VERB FORMS FOR THE PRESENT

SIMPLE PRESENT
What do you do? - I teach English.

I sometimes wear glasses for reading.

The Body Shop only sells products that haven't been tested on animals.

The sun rises in the east and sets in the west.

Water boils at 100°.
To refer to habits and general truths; to give factual information.

PRESENT PROGRESSIVE
What are you doing? - I'm trying to find my purse.

I'm afraid Mr Bond can't see you now. He's interviewing someone.

She's working on a two-month contract.
To refer to activities and situations in progress at the time of speaking and that are limited in time.


Prices are falling.

Average temperatures are rising as a result of global warming.

The gap between the rich and the poor is getting wider.
To describe current trends and developments.

VERB FORMS FOR THE FUTURE

SIMPLE PRESENT
The train leaves from Paddington at 12:22.

When does the ceremony start?
To refer to timetables and official arrangements.

PRESENT PROGRESSIVE
We're playing tennis tomorrow.

I'm meeting Mr Wong next week.

Are you coming to the barbecue tonight?
To talk about personal arrangements.

GOING TO + INFINITIVE
What are you going to wear for the interview?

I'm never going to eat a hamburger again.
To talk about plans and decisions. 


Look at those clouds. It's going to rain.
To predict events that we can see coming. 

WILL + INFINITIVE
I think he'll do well in the exam.

The plane will probably be late.
To talk about expectations.


You'll have the money by tomorrow.

I'll do my best.
To give promises or assurances.


If we don't receive payment by the end of June, we will be forced to take legal action.

Watch out, or you'll fall!
To give threats and warnings.


It's warm in here. I'll open a window. 

I'll carry your books if you like. 
To express decisions made at the moment of speaking, e.g. spontaneous offers of help.

FUTURE PROGRESSIVE
No doubt the unions will be asking for more money.

You will be hearing from our lawyer.

We won't be receiving a Christmas bonus this year.
To describe situations that will arise in the future if things go, or don't got, as expected (i.e. as a matter of course).

FUTURE PERFECT
By the time you pick me up I'll have finished all my work.
To talk about a completed event or situation in the future.

BE (UN)LIKELY (TO)
They aren't likely to come.

Another lottery win is very unlikely.
To talk about (im)probable events or situations.

MAY/MIGHT (NOT)
I may come, but I'm not sure.

It might rain tomorrow.
To talk about possible events.

VERB FORMS FOR THE PAST

PRESENT PERFECT
I've only seen one film this year.

I've had so much homework to do this week.

I haven't received any e-mails today.
To talk about a finished action that happened in a time that is not over (e.g. this year, today).


He's broken his leg. 

I feel sick. I think I've eaten too much chocolate.

I've written twenty e-mails already.
To talk about something that has a result or effect in the present.


I've never been to China.

She's lived in Villingen all her life.
To talk about a situation that lasts up to the present.

PRESENT PERFECT PROGRESSIVE
I've been waiting for you since five o'clock!
The building work has been going on for months. 

I've been writing e-mails all morning.
To talk about a recent long action/situation that lasts up to the present, especially when we say how long it has lasted. The situation itself or the time is more important than the result.

SIMPLE PAST
I saw hundreds of films last year.

I had so much homework to do last week.

I didn't receive any e-mails yesterday.
To talk about a finished action that happened in a time that is now over (e.g. last year, yesterday).

To tell a story (often together with the past progressive or the past perfect.)

PAST PROGRESSIVE
I was waiting for the bus when the earthquake started.  

While we were having lunch two masked gunmen suddenly burst into the restaurant.
To describe the background to a more important action/event.

PAST PERFECT
The waiter ran after me because I had forgotten to pay the bill.
To talk about events that happened before other events.

PAST PERFECT PROGRESSIVE
When our plane finally took off, we had been waiting on the runway for two hours.

I'd been trying to call her for over an hour before she answered the phone.
As with the past perfect simple, except that the progressive form emphasis the duration of the first event or situation. 

PRACTICE

A
Choose the most likely form.

1. They (go/are going) there by van tomorrow.

2. My flight from Dublin arrived late because there (had been/has been/was being) a bomb alert before the plane took off. 

3. The train (doesn't/won't) stop at Oxford.

4. I (work/have been working/have worked) all day long, so I think I need a rest.

5. When I bought my Telecom shares, their value (had been falling/has fallen/fell) for some time.

6. I (post/will post) your letters.

7. Her eyes filled with tears. "I think I (will/am going to) cry", she said.

8. Alice (will/is going to) have a baby.

9. You (get/will get/are getting) your money tomorrow, I promise.

10.
We (will have met/are meeting) on Saturday afternoon in Room B109  - I've booked the room.

11. 
Don't lend him your car. He ('ll crash/is crashing/crashes/is going to crash) it. 
B

Put the verbs in the right form. The 'P' shows that the passive form is needed.

I ___________________ (travel) with my family by ship from Africa to England when a man ___________________ (P: rescue) after he ___________________ (be) in the water for eleven hours. The man ___________________ (fall) overboard the night before during a party, but nobody ___________________ (notice). The next morning we ___________________ (have) breakfast when suddenly there ___________________ (be) an announcement by the captain. "A man ___________________ (fall) overboard, so we ___________________ (decide) to turn the ship round and go back to look for him." A few hours later the man ___________________ (P: spot) in the water. We all ___________________ (watch) while he ___________________ (P: rescue). When he___________________ (P: pull) out of the water, he ___________________ (wear) his boots and nothing else. His life ___________________ (P: save) by a wine bottle. He ___________________ (stick) his thumb in the bottle, and this ___________________ (prevent) him from drowning. No doubt he ___________________ (drink) heavily when he fell overboard. 

C
Complete the sentences with the verbs in the right form.

1.

At present I _________________________ for a degree in International Business Administration.   

2.

Up to now I _________________________all the courses very interesting.  

3.

Last summer I _________________________a Saturday job in a sports shop.  

4.


While I 


_____ at the sports shop, I  _________________________a lot about sports equipment and how  to sell it.  

5.

Next year I _________________________six months' work experience at Bosch.  

6.


I am a member of a judo club and I _________________________for my 'black belt'.  

7.

I _________________________judo since I was ten years old.  

8.

Next May I _________________________ in an international judo competition in Hong King.  

9.

At the moment I _________________________private lessons in Chinese.  

10.

My parents are from America and we _________________________ there to visit relatives. 

11.

I _________________________an MBA after I leave college.  

12. 
I hope that with an MBA  I _________________________ improve my job prospects.  

be able to - think of - take part in - currently train - often go - do (x2) - work, learn - have (x2) - find  - study











